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Barnacle
Balanus glandula [size: to 1 in. (2.5 cm)]
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A young barnacle cruises at sea during its first :
weeks. When it's ready to settle down, the [
barnacle glues its head to a rock. Once attached, !
it changes into a juvenile barnacle, a miniature of :
an adult. Then each builds its own fortress—an |
odd-shaped limestone shell with a trap door in the ,
ceiling. As sea water rushes by, the barnacle's legs 1
kick bits of food down into its mouth. :

1

1

1

1

1

Its shell closes tight at low tide, so the barnacle
stays moist. It makes a juicy meal for a shorebird
with a prying beak.

Brown turban snail
Tegula brunnea [size: to 1 in. (2.5 cm)]

At low tide, the brown turban snail stays under
water or low on the shore. The turban snail
scrapes algae with its filelike tongue, or radula.
One lick from this snail can leave scrape marks
on kelp.

If a wave flips a snail upside-down, it can pick up
pebbles with its foot. By rolling with the added
weight, the snail can turn right-side-up again.

California mussel
Mytilus californianus [size: to 5 in. (13 cm)]

Mussels crowd together on wave-swept rocks. To
hang on to the rocks and each other, mussels
make strong threads that look like plastic and stick
better than superglue.

A mussel eats by filtering tiny plants and animals
from the water. To collect enough food to survive,
a mussel has to filter two to three quarts of water
an hour.
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Hermit crab
Pagurus samuelis [size: to 1 in. (2.5 cm)]
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: A hermit crab wears an empty snail shell to !
: protect its soft body. The back legs hold the shell :
: on tight. As the crab grows, it needs bigger shells. 1
: One hermit crab will even steal a good shell from :
. another crab. I
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Though a hermit crab threatens and fights with its
. large claws, it's not a hunter. This crab eats
. seaweeds and dead animals.

Hermit crab

Lined shore crab
Pachygrapsus crassipes [size: to 2 in. (5 cm)]

. The shore crab dances sideways down to the sea

: and then back up over the rocks. Using tiny cups
:on its pincers, the crab scrapes small plants off the
: rock to eat.

: This crab is so flat, it can hide in cracks in the

: rocks. If a hungry gull grabs the shore crab's leg,
: the crab can shed the captured limb and dash

. away. In time, a new leg will grow back.

Ochre star
. Pisaster ochraceus [size: to 1 ft. (30 cm)]
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This sea star has hundreds of tiny suction-cup feet :
: under each arm that help it stick to rocks. The sea 1
: star is a real loafer; it clings motionless on a rock :
: for weeks. |
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. Even a hungry sea star isn't hasty. Slow and
. steady, its feet can pry apart a mussel. When the
: mussel's two shells open, the sea star slides its

: stomach between the shells to digest the animal
Ochre star © inside.
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