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“�Your generous support gives us the confidence to 
plan boldly so that we can make a difference for our 
ocean planet.”  — EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR JULIE PACKARD



he Monterey Bay Aquarium is one of the best 
aquariums in the world and a global leader in 
ocean conservation, thanks to the generous 
support of our donors and the hard work of our 

remarkable leadership team, dedicated staff, and passion-
ate volunteers over our first four decades.

I’m honored to have had the opportunity to serve on the 
Aquarium board with outgoing Chair Stephen Neal for the 
past six years, and now to be entrusted with succeeding 
him. I look forward to building on the strong foundation 
of governance established by Steve and his predecessors, 
David Packard and Peter Bing.

The Aquarium has made such great progress in the past 
12 months and we have tremendous opportunities to do 
even more in the next several years. Our success in ad-
vancing policy victories for the ocean is rooted in the deep 
connection we’ve forged with millions of guests. Those 
experiences with our exhibits, programs, and each staff 
member and volunteer they interact with, have established 
a bond of trust — and a commitment to do more to pro-
tect and restore the ocean.

I’m particularly excited about our plans to create a new 
early learners exhibit that builds on what Splash Zone 

’m excited to report that 2023 was a year of great 
progress in our mission to inspire conservation of the 
ocean. I hope you enjoy reading about the impact you 
helped make and feel proud of all that you helped us 

accomplish. You’ve provided unprecedented support to 
make all this possible. Last year, we made big strides to-
ward our $300 million multi-year campaign goal, with $112 
million raised in the first two years. 

I want to acknowledge and thank Stephen Neal for serv-
ing as Board Chair over the past decade, and to welcome 
Tegan Acton, who will now lead our board into the future. 
Tegan is a founder and co-chair of Wildcard Giving, a 
family of philanthropic entities dedicated to furthering civic 
values, collective responsibility, and our common human-
ity. She and the rest of the Aquarium board are charting a 
steady course forward.

Our newest exhibition, Into the Deep/En lo Profundo, 
continues to delight visitors as we introduce people to the 
hidden mysteries of the deep sea. Our scientists are con-
stantly learning more about the animals and ecosystems of 
this vast region and we’ll continue to share what we learn 
with our visitors. 

It’s time to reimagine our Splash Zone galleries  
targeted especially at our youngest visitors. We’re in the 
process of creating a new early learners exhibit area,  
including an expanded African penguins habitat, scheduled 
to open in 2026.

We’ve been in urgent need of new space to support our 
team’s work to raise and release stranded young sea otters. 
I’m excited to report we’re building a new facility for this 
important program. Our long-term leadership in sea otter 
conservation is a critical element of recovering this threat-
ened species in California. We’ve so far received a total of 
$4 million from the State of California and the Crankstart 
Foundation to get this project underway. 

We’ve become a leading global voice in the campaign 
 to reduce plastic pollution at the source and won signifi-
cant policy victories in California that tackle the crisis  
of single-use plastic. Seafood Watch and our global 

conservation program, which turn 25 this year, are moving 
supply chains worldwide in a more sustainable direction and 
changing the lives of the people who depend on the sea for 
their food and livelihoods.

There really is nothing more important we can be doing 
than to provide much needed mentorship and support for 
our young people. To that end, we brought back our pre-
school Head Start programs, reimagined our middle school 
summer program, and awarded our first two Shultz Schol-
arships. All these education programs are oriented toward 
serving young people from communities that have histor-
ically been underrepresented in conservation programs 
and career pathways. The college scholarship program was 
launched by a number of generous donors and we’ll be 
looking to expand this effort over the next few months. 

What has made our work possible over nearly 40 years 
— and allows us to dream big about what we can  
accomplish together in the future — is you. Your generous 
support underpins all of our achievements. You give us the 
resources and confidence to plan boldly so that we can 
continue to make a difference for our ocean planet.  

For that, I am truly grateful.

Julie Packard
Executive Director

pioneered more than two decades ago. We’ve learned so 
much since then about how to touch the hearts of our 
youngest visitors so that they develop real empathy for 
ocean life. Fostering that feeling of caring and connection 
is absolutely essential as we work to build a world where 
people and nature flourish together.

I see those same connections growing out of the im-
pressive programs our Education team is creating with the 
support that came from many of you to help us build the 
Bechtel Education Center. I can’t wait to see what happens 
as new generations of young people gain critical skills and 
perspectives through these programs and begin to make 
their mark.

As has always been the case, the Aquarium will aim high. 
With your support, we will continue to accomplish great 
things. From all of us on the Board of Trustees, thank you.

Tegan Acton
Board Chair

Thank you!

I

T

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S LETTER BOARD CHAIR’S LETTER

Left photo: Tegan Acton (Chair) Right photo: (Front row left to right), Michael Mantell, Louise Stephens, Stephen Neal,  
Julie Packard (Vice Chair), Chris Scholin, Tegan Acton (Chair); (Back row left to right), Mark Wan, Susan Orr, Lisa D. White,  
Mike Gupta, Martha Martinez, Caroline Getty, Eric Jensen; Not pictured: Gideon Yu, M.R.C. Greenwood, Greg Silverman
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Breakthroughs in raising and exhibiting deep-sea jellies 
ensured that Into the Deep/En lo Profundo continued to 
fascinate and educate guests with its unique exploration of 
the largest living space on Earth.

We introduced never-before-seen species like  
purple-lipped jellies and tower jellies, plus gelatinous 
midwater species such as common siphonophores, barrel 
amphipods, and sea angels.

We continue working to culture deep-sea comb jellies 
and we applied what we’ve learned so far and became the 
first to culture and exhibit bloody-belly comb jellies,  
another mesmerizing midwater species.

We’re also likely the first ever to exhibit the elegant 
dinner-plate jelly, which we collected in Monterey Bay from 
about a half mile down while working with our research and 
technology partners at MBARI (Monterey Bay Aquarium 
Research Institute).

A new companion auditorium program to Into the Deep 
went live in 2023. Living Light: Bioluminescence showcas-
es the mysteriously beautiful ability of some deep-sea 
organisms to create their own light. Guests who were awed 
by the bioluminescence room in the exhibit can now glow 
on and experience more of the brilliant displays on the big 
screen.

The program was filmed and produced by our Film &  
Video team, which worked with the Dive Safety team to 

As we near our 40th anniversary, we’re working to ensure our 

exhibits, programs, and facilities continue to evoke awe and 

wonder in our visitors, inspiring them to take action for the 

ocean. We displayed new jelly and bird species, launched an 

auditorium program on bioluminescence, and welcomed a second 

veterinarian to our team. We celebrated deep-sea research and 

innovation at our fifth David Packard Award event, this year 

honoring philanthropist and ocean leader Wendy Schmidt. 

Animal care innovations include  
our first-ever success in raising 

deep-sea bloody-belly comb jellies, 
Lampocteis cruentiventer.

  
Innovating  
for the ocean

New animals for 
Into the Deep

We’ve exhibited sea 
angels, Clione sp., a 

predatory swimming snail 
from the deep sea. 
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INNOVATING FOR THE OCEAN 

capture underwater footage in locations from  
Bocas Del Toro, Panama, to Kona, Hawaii, as well  
as here in Monterey Bay.

Visitor surveys showed that guests took away 
key messages from Into the Deep and experienced 
new feelings of empathy and compassion for deep-
sea life, even months later. While many guests were 
already knowledgeable about plastic pollution, 
many also reported taking action after visiting the 
exhibition, especially to reduce their use of plastics.

“I saw a video of a trash bag floating around in 
the most remote reaches of the planet. I didn’t like 
that, so I cut down on trash,” said one guest. “It’s 
important not just for fish but also the Earth as  
a whole.”

We’re proud that the Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums honored Into the Deep with its Exhibit 
Innovation Award for 2023, which recognizes excel-
lence in live animal display and exhibit design.

Deep-sea dazzler
Among the amazing jellies we shared in Into 
the Deep was the stunning Solmissus incisa, 
or dinner-plate jelly. It’s probably the first 
time that this big, beautiful jelly was on 
exhibit anywhere in the world. Working with 
our partners at MBARI, we collected it in 
Monterey Bay about 2,600 feet deep (792 
meters) — a half a mile down.

Our teams have learned to create the 
ideal water chemistry for different jellies to 
thrive. This means we can share more deep-
sea species with guests than ever before, 
including this elegant jelly that may actively 
hunt its prey rather than waiting for it to  
drift by.

“�I saw a video of a trash bag floating around in the most remote 
reaches of the planet. I didn’t like that, so I cut down on trash. �
It’s important not just for fish but also the Earth as a whole.” �
— RECENT GUEST

A rarely seen 
Bumpy jelly, 
Stellamedusa 
Ventana

A pair of 
Basket stars, 
Euryalina, 
spread out 
on the rocky 
deep sea 
floor in the 
Into the Deep 
exhibit.
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Besides our dedication to healthy animals and sparkling 
exhibits, we work hard behind the scenes, up in the rafters, 
down in the basement, and miles offshore to maintain the 
infrastructure critical to our operations.

After all, most of our buildings and related support 
systems are nearly 40 years old, and we need to assure 

they’re sturdy and secure for many years to come. We have 
a number of projects in the works that we’ll complete in 
the coming years. In 2023 we upgraded our gas-powered 
HVAC chillers to more efficient ones that run on electricity. 
We also increased the capacity of our exotics treatment 
system that treats seawater leaving exhibits with fine 
filtration and high doses of UV light, preventing potential-
ly invasive species from entering Monterey Bay. And we 
reconfigured two of the exhibits in Into the Deep to allow 
for greater temperature flexibility, so we can accommodate 
animals from various depths and locations. 

INNOVATING FOR THE OCEAN 

Building for  
the future

Creating a new facility  
for sea otter rehabilitation 
We broke ground on a new behind-the-scenes holding 
facility for our sea otter conservation program. When 
completed later this year, the two new holding tanks 
and two ICU troughs will replace those we can no lon-
ger use at Hopkins Marine Station. 

The Aquarium is the lead for surrogacy, rehabilitation, 
and release of wild southern sea otters — including 
stranded pups. The new facility will play a critical role 
in managing the wild sea otters we care for each year.

Water Science Lab

Stats as of December 2023 (construction season two of three):

We reopened our Water Science Lab — which assures water  
quality throughout our exhibits — after an extensive and much-
needed update. The lab is part of our “All About the Animals” 
behind-the-scenes tour that members and other guests can book.

39  
construction  

crew  
including three  

marine mammal monitors  
and nine wildlife  

team divers

A massive multi-year project to update the origi-
nal supports for our 40-year-old seawater intake 
pipelines is scheduled to be completed in 2024. 
The new structures will allow us to continue to 
pump life-sustaining seawater into our exhibits for 
decades to come.

The original concrete structures that kept the 
two, 900-foot-long pipes in place have deteri-
orated after decades of water motion, seawater 
corrosion, and general aging. 

The stronger but smaller new supports are 
made of a stainless steel alloy that resists cor-
rosion. They are also spaced farther apart than 
the ones they replace, so we’ll leave a smaller 
footprint on the floor of Monterey Bay.

Most of the work must be done underwater, 
in places nearly 60 feet deep, requiring many 
permits and abundant people power. In conjunc-
tion with the construction, we’re also doing three 
debris collection dives each year.

SEAWATER PIPELINE PROJECT NEARS COMPLETION

16  
post-and-beam   

supports 
installed

585+ lbs. 
debris  

recovered 

1  
white shark  

spotted in the  
project area

4 
vessels  

including one custom 
work barge

368  
days  

of underwater 
construction

450+ 
construction  

dives 

700+ 
species  

noted living around  
the pipeline
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Exceptional animal care is at the heart of all we do. We 
work hard to welcome new resident animals and keep all 
the animals who live at the Aquarium healthy and thriving.

In 2023, we added nine shorebirds and seabirds to our liv-
ing collection: two puffins, two murres, three red knots, and a 
snowy plover. A penguin chick hatched here as well, and we 
named her after Gerry Low-Sabado, an educator, communi-
ty preservationist, and dedicated friend of the Aquarium.

Part of our expert care involves training. The sea otter 
team has helped other animal caretakers design training 
programs with techniques for working with sea turtles, 
sharks, giant sea bass, and other fishes, including moray 

INNOVATING FOR THE OCEAN 

Welcome to our new vet! 
We expanded our veterinary care staff in July when we wel-
comed Dr. Ri Chang as our second staff veterinarian. They 
were previously a veterinary extern here in 2021 and made 
a strong impression with their experience in aquatic animal 
medicine.

The UC Davis-educated Dr. Ri was part of the Aquatic 
Animal Health Laboratory at the prestigious veterinary 
school. They focused on sea otter and fish microbiology 
and pathology, research they’ve shared at International 
Association of Aquatic Animal Medicine conferences. They 
also trained in and performed stranded elasmobranch pa-
thology and are continuing this work at the Aquarium.

Dr. Ri is our first scuba-certified vet, and also brings to us 
cutting-edge knowledge of next-generation technologies, 
especially advanced imaging techniques such as ultra-
sound, computed tomography, and molecular sequencing.

Animal Care staff use crate training 
for common murres, Uria aalge, in the 

Seabirds exhibit. This practical enrichment 
helps the animals and assists staff as they 

conduct regular health exams.

“�From isopods and pricklebacks to albatrosses and otters, I’m looking 
forward to continuing getting to know all the creatures of the 
Aquarium — both in and out of the water.” — DR. RI CHANG

eels. We use positive training and enrichment activities 
to collaborate with our animals on their health care and 
enhance their lives on exhibit. Enrichments help promote 
natural behaviors, while training is geared toward a partic-
ular goal, like getting an animal to step onto a scale.

In addition to our multiple-times-per-day routine of 
animal and life support rounds and evaluations, we also 
perform formal health and welfare assessments — a  
proactive way to measure animal well-being over time. 
In 2023 we conducted nearly 1,000 assessments, each 
involving multiple people, data, and levels of oversight.

For several years we’ve logged animal records via a 
managed digital database called Tracks — a huge  
improvement over the past practice of handwritten notes. 
Every day we enter hundreds of points of data, including 
feeding and health records, acquisitions, research data,  
and permit applications.

Clockwise from top: Dr. Mike Murray examines a newly 
hatched African penguin chick, Spheniscus demersus; staff 
member holds Gerry, our newest hatchling; and a red knot, 
Calidris canutus, on exhibit in the Aviary.

Expanding  
animal care
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The Aquarium continues to enjoy the commitment and 
passion of over 1,000 volunteers. They inspire conservation 
of the ocean, both in front of and behind the scenes. In 
addition to our highly visible volunteer guides, who share 
stories with our guests in ways that generate empathy and 
love for our animals and for the remarkable habitat that 

INNOVATING FOR THE OCEAN 

Clockwise from left: 
Volunteers young and 
old connect with 
guests and work 
behind the scenes;  
our Milestones dinner 
recognized 200 
volunteers for their 
years of service; Julie 
Packard celebrated 
Ellen Burton for her  
35 years as an 
Aquarium volunteer.

is the Monterey Bay, these dedicated individuals care for 
animals, prepare exhibits, support finance operations,  
and track sea otters in the wild. These are just a few of the  
activities where they contribute their joy and expertise. 

At our annual milestone celebration, we honored more 
than 200 of our volunteers who have achieved 10, 15, 20, 
25, 30, and even 35 years of service to the Aquarium. Like 
all the individuals in our exceptional volunteer community, 
their presence and steadfast support have ensured the 
Monterey Bay Aquarium continues to win hearts and pro-
mote ocean conservation, one guest at a time.

15
Age of  

our youngest  
volunteer

91
Age of  

our oldest  
volunteer

73
 Teens  

contributed  
4,188 hours

126,419
 Total hours  

of service  
in 2023

1,097
 Individual  
volunteers

56
Volunteer  

duties

1,966
 Dives completed  
by 85 volunteers  
(a total of 86,709  

minutes  
underwater)

volunteers by the numbers 

The value  
of volunteers
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On November 1, we celebrated our fifth David Packard 
Award Dinner at the Rosewood Sand Hill. We established 
the event in 2014 to honor leaders whose scope and 
achievements embody the qualities of thought and action 
that David Packard held dear, and who have worked effec-
tively to make the future of our planet more sustainable.

This year, we honored Wendy Schmidt, president and 
co-founder of the Schmidt Ocean Institute. Wendy was 
selected in recognition of her nearly two decades of  
philanthropic support for clean air, renewable energy,  
resilient food systems, a healthy ocean, and human rights 
for all. Wendy and her husband Eric apply their resources 
to advance scientific discovery and to support commu-

nities and practices that are working to restore balance 
between people and planet. 

The special evening also launched our 40th anniver-
sary year, including a short video about our impact over 
the past decades. The program featured remarks from 
2023 Dinner Chair Larry Sonsini, Julie Packard, Board 
Chair Tegan Acton, and honoree Wendy Schmidt. In her 
remarks, Wendy described the Aquarium’s important role 
in educating people about the marine world. “The ocean 
is most of the planet and contains most of the life on it. 
That is what we put at risk, when we don’t understand. 
The biggest threat to the ocean is our ignorance,” she 
told attendees. 

We were joined in celebration by so many new and long-
time friends, 235 guests in total. Thanks to the generosity 
of the dinner co-chairs and many other donors, the event 
raised nearly $5 million to support our conservation and 
education initiatives. 

INNOVATING FOR THE OCEAN 

DINNER CHAIR
Larry Sonsini
 
CO-CHAIRS $100,000
Anonymous
Tegan and Brian Acton
Jimi and Ned Barnholt
Jennifer Caldwell and John H. N. Fisher
Denise Foderaro and Frank Quattrone
Caron and Alan Lacy
Jeanne and Bill Landreth
Sally Lucas
Audra and Sean McNicholas
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation
Becky and Jim Morgan
Susan and Lynn Orr
The David and Lucile Packard Foundation
Julie Packard
The Priem Family Foundation
Louise and Sarah Stephens
 
CONTRIBUTORS $25,000  
AND ABOVE
Anonymous
Bloomberg Philanthropies
Samantha Campbell
Lauren B. Dachs
Gates Ventures
Andrea and John Hennessy
Cathie and Pitch Johnson
Teresa B. McCann and Eric C. Jensen
Pisces Foundation
Michelle Rhyu and Steve Neal
 

$2,500 AND ABOVE
Anonymous
Susan Acquistapace
Rebecca and Kirk Bocek
Patty and John Brissenden
Don Burgett
Fran Codispoti and Margaux Schroeder
Shari Conrad
Mark Delos Reyes Davis
Catherine and John Debs
Barbara W. Deméré
Susan Ford Dorsey and Mike Dorsey
Kate and William Duhamel
Diane Greene and Mendel Rosenblum
Joanne and Art Hall
Barbara Hibino Page and Carl Page
Hohbach Family Foundation
Cynthia K. Larive
Maxine and Michael Mantell
Tracy and Gene Sykes
TOSA Foundation
Kira Whitehouse and Solomon Endlich
Judd Williams
Jeanne and Cyril Yansouni
 
IN-KIND DONORS
Lucia Vineyards
Lucy Wines
Storrs Winery and Vineyards

“�The ocean is most of the 
planet and contains most 
of the life on it. That is 
what we put at risk, when 
we don’t understand. The 
biggest threat to the ocean 
is our ignorance.”  
— WENDY SCHMIDT

WATCH OUR  
40TH ANNIVERSARY  

VIDEO HERE

Board Chair Tegan Acton introduced 
Wendy Schmidt and lauded her impressive 
contributions that are creating positive 
change in the world.

Recognizing an 
ocean innovator

https://mbayaq.co/40years
https://mbayaq.co/40years
https://mbayaq.co/40years
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Each year, over 1,000 preschool children,  
along with their families and teachers, visit  
the Aquarium for a bilingual (Spanish and 
English) and bicultural education program in 
partnership with Head Start Centers across 
Monterey and Santa Cruz counties. Students 
begin their ocean learning journey as they 
touch hermit crabs in our touch pools, wave at 
swimming penguins, and play with caring adults 
in our content-rich exhibits. 

For over two decades, the Splash Zone Head 
Start collaboration has taught students to care 
for the natural world, building empathy from 
an early age. It was wonderful to welcome 
these young students back to the Aquarium for 
in-person sessions in 2023. 

Our Aquarium educators visit Head Start Cen-
ters to introduce students to the ocean themes, 
animals, and habitats they’ll encounter when they 
arrive at the Aquarium. We hold family workshops 
and collaborate with Head Start teachers, working with our 
communities to teach ocean conservation in more authentic 
and meaningful ways. Splash Zone Head Start is one of our 
longest-running education programs, offered free of charge, 
thanks to the generosity of our members and donors. 

Connecting children to the ocean  
and its animals, like these sea nettles, 
Chrysaora fuscescens, at a young age 

fosters a lifelong appreciation  
and love for its wonders.

Nurturing  
future ocean 
Stewards 

Throughout 2023 our education team worked to restore our 

many programs for teens, educators, and schoolchildren so 

we can fulfill the full potential of the Bechtel Family Center for 

Ocean Education and Leadership. From preschool through high 

school and beyond, our programs build empathy, teach about the 

wonders of the ocean, and build participants’ confidence to act. 

Senior bilingual education specialist Kristy Markowitz 
says of the program, “I am constantly moved by the ‘awe’ 
moments I get to witness. For many of these students and 
their families, this is their first Aquarium visit. I know it is 
something that many of them will cherish forever.” 

Splash Zone 
Head Start 
program 
restarted

Students making memories on field trips
Since 1985, we’ve welcomed over 2.7 million schoolchildren to the 
Aquarium for free field trips. These trips are a critical part of our mission 
to inspire conservation of the ocean and make ocean conservation 
learning accessible to all members of our community. After restarting our 
in-person education programs in 2022, we’ve been building back toward 
our pre-pandemic field trip numbers. In the 2022-23 school year, 26,567 
schoolchildren participated in field trips and hands-on Discovery Lab 
programs. We’re excited to continue to welcome more students to the 
Aquarium in the coming months. 
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NURTURING FUTURE OCEAN STEWARDS

In 2023, we offered our time-tested service-learning 
program for high school students, Teen Conservation 
Leaders. For the first time since the pandemic, we 
were able to enroll new students as well as continuing 
participants. Throughout summer and during the school 
year, students volunteer at the Aquarium, interacting 
with guests on the floor and contributing to behind-the-
scenes efforts — making it an exciting summer for us and 
for Teen Conservation Leaders.

“�It’s so fun to see students take on challenges, like kayaking or scuba 
diving, even if they’re a bit nervous beforehand. We get to encourage 
students to try these new things out — and then the students get to 
show themselves that they can do it.” — VAIL DARK, EDUCATION SPECIALIST

We offered a brand-new education program for middle 
school students, Ocean Learning Adventures. Our teen 
programs are a core part of our mission to inspire con-
servation of the ocean. When students have meaningful 
experiences with the ocean, they develop care and concern 
for marine life that can become part of their identity.

Ocean Learning Adventures is a weeklong camp that 
encourages girls, boys, and gender-diverse youth to 
connect to the natural world around them. Teens kayak  
in Elkhorn Slough and learn about the watershed; they 
spend time at our Kelp Forest exhibit learning about the 
interconnected web of life in this ecosystem; they surface 
scuba dive in our Great Tide Pool with our Underwater 
Explorers program.

Teens also participate in engineering challenges  
in our Bechtel Family Center for Ocean Education and 
Leadership. Students learn basic engineering 
skills and concepts while incorporating ocean 
conservation into their projects. For example, 
after watching our auditorium show on 
bioluminescence, students make use of 
circuit-building materials in the Bechtel 
Innovation Lab to create a model  
that demonstrates a reason why animals 
bioluminesce. At the end of the week,  
they engineer cardboard arcade games 
highlighting something they’ve learned during 
the week.

Ocean Learning Adventures is held bilin-
gually. We offer free transportation from Wat-
sonville, Salinas, Marina, and Seaside. In 2023, 
we hosted two camps. We can’t wait to offer 
the next iteration of the program this summer. 

LAUNCHING A NEW YOUTH PROGRAM: 

Ocean Learning 
Adventures

2023 by the numbers: 
We worked with 71 students total: 38 new and 33 
returning. Teens chose from three different specialized  
learning tracks:  

Guest: 30 students interpreted exhibits for guests.

�Social Media: Eight students ran an Aquarium 
Instagram account and learned to storytell through 
social media.

�Animal Care Technician: Four students worked in 
Aquarium Learning Lab classrooms maintaining our 
animal tanks.

32 returning students mentored new students and 
participated in an additional learning track.

Underwater Explorers 
The Underwater Explorers program was back for the first 
time since before the pandemic — 2,686 kids ages 8-13 surface 
scuba dived in our Great Tide Pool, exploring an intertidal 
environment full of hermit crabs, urchins, and anemones. A subset 
of this program, our Days of Discovery experience, offered 1,500 
kids with special needs the opportunity to participate.

Teen Conservation 
Leaders are making  
a difference
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Our internship and veterinary externship  
programs are part of our commitment to  
foster new generations of conservation 
leaders — a diverse group of young people 
who are science-literate, confident, and ready  
to act.

In 2023, we welcomed 23 paid interns 
across many Aquarium departments, from 
applied water science and sea otter care and 
research, to marketing, husbandry, cam-
pus management, education, film and video 
production, and guest experience. Our interns 
supported our teams as they completed 
projects of their own — from an investigation 
into the changing composition of sea otter 
diets to a deep dive into new ways to make 
the Aquarium more inclusive for LGBTQ+ folks. 
Our four veterinary externs worked with Dr. 
Mike Murray and his Animal Care team as they 
progressed toward veterinary careers.  

Offering new 
opportunities  
to young adults

A visiting veterinary extern assists with a routine exam 
on Geyser, an African penguin, Spheniscus demersus. 

First Shultz 
Scholarships 
awarded
In May, we launched the George P. Shultz Future Leaders Schol-
arship Fund. This donor-endowed program supports students 
from nearby communities that are historically underrepresented 
in the science and conservation fields. The scholarship honors the 
memory of George P. Shultz, who chaired the Aquarium’s Lead-
ership Council, served on our Board of Trustees, and enjoyed a 
long career in public service. Each Shultz Scholarship provides not 
only full tuition but also room and board and all other expenses, to 
attend California State University, Monterey Bay. The recipients of 
the inaugural scholarships were Rylee Jue and Desiree Torres, who 
participated in paid internships at the Aquarium during the summer 
of 2023 before beginning their academic journey in the fall.

Our goal in engaging young adults is to support new stewards 
of the ocean in pursuing their interests and to encourage them to 
make change in the world as professionals. With donor support, we 
hope to increase the number of Shultz Scholarships we can award 
each year. Thank you to the generous donors who have contributed 
to the Shultz Fund to date: 

In memory of S. D. Bechtel, Jr.
Bruce Fairbanks
Connie and Bob Lurie
The Drs. Paul H. and Mary R. Meredith Family
The David and Lucile Packard Foundation
Charlotte Mailliard Shultz
Denise Littlefield Sobel
Brayton Wilbur Foundation

NURTURING FUTURE OCEAN STEWARDS

Rylee Jue

Desiree Torres  
is interviewed by 
the media.

We kicked off our 10th Ocean Plastic 
Pollution Summit in October — a program 
dedicated to working with classroom 
educators to design projects that engage 
their students in addressing plastic 
pollution. Chief Conservation and Science 
Officer Margaret Spring, a global leader 
in the campaign to end ocean plastic 
pollution, gave the keynote address. She 
detailed the latest findings on plastic 
pollution and shared signs of hope for 
turning the tide. 

After Margaret’s keynote speech at the 
summit kickoff, educators had the chance 
to sleep over in the Aquarium galleries 
and participate in a full day of learning 
sessions centered on plastic pollution 
science and project pedagogy. We added 
new sessions about the intersections 
between plastics, human health, and 
social justice. 

In January, teachers reconvened to 
talk about the projects their students are 
developing — and in May, they will bring 
their students to the Aquarium to share 
their results. 

Engaging teachers  
at our Ocean Plastic 
Pollution Summit 

Margaret Spring at the Ocean 
Plastic Pollution Summit

“�People aren’t used 
to seeing somebody 
who looks like me  
in positions of power 
or in a position in 
that field — so I want 
to pave the way.”  
— DESIREE TORRES
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Giant kelp, Macrocystis pyrifera, 
growing on Eric’s Pinnacle, a rocky reef 

off Pacific Grove, with a mixed school 
of blue rockfish, Sebastes mystinus, and 

blacksmiths, Chromis punctipinnis.

Making global 
progress for  
Ocean health

In the face of growing threats to ocean health, we’re stepping 

up our actions to solve the greatest challenges: climate change, 

plastic pollution, and unsustainable fishing and aquaculture. In 

every area, we’re working with policymakers, partners, and allies 

to shape lasting solutions — and using our respected voice to 

elevate these issues in the public eye. 

In November, Executive Director Julie Packard brought 
the ocean to Washington, D.C., in a series of events that 
engaged legislators and staff on Capitol Hill, a full-house 
audience at the National Portrait Gallery, and key national 
and international journalists. Her appearances underscored 
the influence the Aquarium brings as a thought leader on 
crucial ocean issues.

Julie partnered with the Benioff Ocean Institute, The Pew 
Charitable Trusts, and Earthjustice to introduce an expert 
panel that briefed Congressional staff on the threats posed 
by seabed mining. She had productive meetings with Sens. 

A voice for 
the ocean in 
Washington, D.C.

Alex Padilla (D-CA) and Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI), and U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service Director Martha Williams, as well 
as staff for Senator Laphonza Butler (D-CA) and California 
Reps. Jimmy Panetta (D-CA-19) and Zoe Lofgren (D-CA-
18). Later, speaking at the State Department Foreign Press 
Center ahead of the COP28 climate negotiations, Julie 
emphasized the ocean’s role as our primary defense against 

climate change. 
At the National Portrait Gallery, she 

joined environmental leaders Dolores 
Huerta, Dr. Dorceta Taylor, and Wawa 
Gatheru in a conversation moderated by 
NPR journalist Emily Kwong addressing the 
importance of environmental justice and 
climate action in shaping the future of the 
environmental movement.

Julie and our ocean policy team 
continue to advocate in Washington, 
Sacramento, and globally for action to 
safeguard our blue planet. 

Julie Packard addressed global 
journalists at the State Department’s 
Foreign Press Center in advance of 
COP28 climate negotiations.

Julie Packard at the National Portrait Gallery 
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1  SACRAMENTO AND 
2  WASHINGTON, D.C.

In our capital cities, we advocated for 
ramping down offshore oil and gas 
development, called for a national 
plastic pollution strategy, and insisted 
ecosystem impacts be addressed in 
wind power projects off California. 
At Ocean Day in Sacramento, we 
partnered with Azul to host a reception 
for over 150 California ocean leaders, 
honoring two state legislators for their 
work to protect and restore our coast. 

MAKING GLOBAL PROGRESS FOR OCEAN HEALTH

Speaking out 
globally for  
plastic pollution 
action

Our global reach

3  INDIA, 4  VIETNAM, 5  THE PHILIPPINES, 6  CHILE     
We worked on the ground with leaders across the supply chain to increase  
the sustainability of the fishing and farming of very popular seafood items —
shrimp, salmon, and crab. By building partnerships with stakeholders and sharing 
our standards and tools, we’re helping producers make meaningful change. 

7  FRANCE, 8  KENYA   
Our conservation leaders played key roles in the negotiations that took place in France and 
Kenya to draft a Global Plastic Treaty. We chaired an international scientific expert group 
to ensure that the treaty is grounded in science. Over 175 countries are participating in the 
treaty negotiations — with a final text expected by the end of 2024.

The Aquarium continues to be a prominent and respected 
voice in the fight against plastic pollution both interna-
tionally and here at home. Chief Conservation and Science 
Officer Margaret Spring co-authored the 2023 report of 
the Minderoo-Monaco Commission on Plastics and Human 
Health and its chapter on social and environmental justice. 
She briefed global negotiators and the Biden Administra-
tion on its findings and recommendations regarding the 
harmful impacts of plastic on human health throughout its 
lifecycle, from production to disposal. This included calling 
for a stronger U.S. plastic strategy domestically and in ne-
gotiations for a Global Plastic Treaty. 

Margaret traveled to Thailand to speak about the critical 
need for action with leaders at the Economist Global Plas-
tics Summit. The summit’s outcomes shaped key discus-
sions at the third meeting of the Global Plastic Treaty in 
Nairobi, Kenya. Margaret, alongside representatives from 
150 countries, scientists, public health experts, conser-
vation voices, and human rights advocates, led the call in 
Kenya for independent science to inform safe and effective 
solutions to the plastic pollution crisis.  

As the U.S. and other nations aim to finalize a global  
plastic treaty by the end of 2024, we continue our  
unwavering commitment to being ocean champions. We 
are dedicated to addressing plastic pollution as an inter-
sectional issue that impacts people, wildlife, the environ-
ment, and our ocean.

1
2

3

7

4 5

8

6

Our staff, including a growing number of global 
fellows, are making a difference worldwide on critical 
issues affecting the ocean.

https://www.montereybayaquarium.org/newsroom/press-releases/california-ocean-champions-2023
https://annalsofglobalhealth.org/articles/10.5334/aogh.4056
https://annalsofglobalhealth.org/articles/10.5334/aogh.4056
https://www.montereybayaquarium.org/stories/inequity-of-plastic-pollution
https://www.montereybayaquarium.org/newsroom/press-releases/aquarium-calls-on-Biden-administration-to-adopt-a-more-ambitious-national-plan-to-end-plastic-pollution
https://events.economist.com/global-plastics-summit/
https://events.economist.com/global-plastics-summit/
https://events.economist.com/global-plastics-summit/
https://events.economist.com/global-plastics-summit/
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MAKING GLOBAL PROGRESS FOR OCEAN HEALTH

New research  
on fisheries &  
aquaculture

Why choose sustainable seafood? When you ask for 
environmentally friendly seafood options, restaurants and 
retailers are prompted to seek out sustainable options from 
their suppliers. That demand ripples across the seafood 
supply chain, ultimately leading to improvements in how 
seafood is fished and farmed. That is, in essence, the Sea-
food Watch theory of change, rooted in market demand.  

Our consumer-facing sustainability ratings and our out-
reach work over the past 25 years have helped build strong 
awareness and demand for sustainable seafood. This is 

Sharing a 
sustainable 
seafood message

FIND SEAFOOD GUIDES HERE

We’re proud of the extensive research the Aquarium’s Global Ocean 
Conservation team conducts around the world to help improve sea-
food sustainability and learn more about ocean health. We’re asking 
and answering tough questions like:

What amount of antibiotics can be used on a fish farm before 
it has negative effects on the environment? In Chile, we’ve hired a 
postdoctoral researcher to study how much antibiotic use on salmon 
farms is too much for the ecosystem to handle. 

How long does a shark live after it’s accidentally caught in a 
fishing net? We’re working to gain insight about post-release survival 
rates of silky sharks and mantas and other rays, by tagging animals 
after they’ve been captured in fishing gear and then released.

What makes a seafood supply chain socially sustainable? Seafood 
Watch’s Seafood Social Risk Tool profiles seafood production systems 
around the world and identifies areas at higher risk of involving forced 
labor, human trafficking, and hazardous child labor. We encourage 
our business partners to engage with suppliers to address those 
issues. This year, we released new profiles on warmwater shrimp.

How can shrimp farming provide greater benefit to local 
communities and farmers? In Indonesia and India, we recently 
conducted socioeconomic baseline studies to gain insight into how 
improvements in aquaculture practices might benefit the lives of 
small-scale farmers and their communities.

Chefs and culinary leaders have 
always been essential ambassadors 
for our work. Around the country, 
chefs are cooking their way toward 
solutions by serving and talking about 
environmentally sustainable seafood. 
To celebrate National Seafood Month 
in October, Seafood Watch chef 
collaborators shared some of their 
favorite sustainable dishes in a new 
Cooking for SolutionsTM video series. 
Chef Steve Phelps, owner of Indigenous 
Restaurant in Sarasota, Florida, made 
a scallop crudo dish. In Colorado, Chef 
Sheila Lucero, culinary director of Big 
Red F Restaurant Group, made seared 
yellowfin tuna and Louisiana crawfish 
jambalaya. Monterey Bay Aquarium 
Executive Chef Matthew Beaudin made 
king crab Benedict. These chefs play a 
vital role in the Aquarium’s efforts to 
promote sustainable seafood. 

Chefs Celebrated 
National Seafood 
Month

Chef Sheila Lucero, culinary director  
of Colorado’s Big Red F Restaurant Group 

reflected in today’s retail landscape: More than 85 percent 
of the top U.S., Canadian, and European seafood retailers 
have commitments to sustainable seafood. We’re proud of 
the role we’ve played in this endeavor.

That’s why we continue to improve our consumer tools 
— to make our recommendations easier to understand and 
more accessible to use. 

Over the last year, we’ve developed digital versions of 
our popular National and West Coast seafood guides in 
both English and Spanish. 

And, in response to demand for easy-to-use,  
species-centered information, our latest species guides 
provide in-depth information about how and where to find 
sustainable options for some of the most popular seafood 
items served in the U.S. We’ve created guides for salmon, 
shrimp, tuna, shellfish, catfish, cod, crab, and mahi mahi.  
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8 

aquaculture  
reports  

published

29
fisheries 
reports  

published

https://www.seafoodwatch.org/recommendations/download-consumer-guides?utm_source=sfw&utm_medium=qrcode&utm_campaign=annual_review
https://www.indigenoussarasota.com/
https://www.indigenoussarasota.com/
https://www.bigredf.com/
https://www.bigredf.com/
https://www.montereybayaquarium.org/
https://www.montereybayaquarium.org/visit/dining-and-shopping/dining-options/meet-matthew-beaudin
https://www.bigredf.com/
https://www.seafoodwatch.org/our-projects
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MAKING GLOBAL PROGRESS FOR OCEAN HEALTH

Exploring all the benefits  
sea otters provide
Sea otters are recognized for playing a key role in main-
taining the health of productive kelp forests. Otters eat sea 
urchins and other animals that graze on giant kelp, keeping 
the urchin population under control and enabling a thriv-
ing kelp ecosystem. A publication by researchers at the 

tion emphasizes the pivotal role our unique surrogacy pro-
gram plays in the successful return of young sea otters to 
the wild, and demonstrates how the program addresses the 
variety of challenges every rescued sea otter faces. Sharing  
our findings is an important way to inform colleagues about 
our successful methods and an exciting milestone as we 
work toward recovery of this threatened species.  

On June 22, we returned three surrogate-raised  
otters to the wild, marking the highest number of  
surrogate-raised otters we’ve released at the same time 
in the history of our program. Our team spent two weeks 
tracking the otters by land, sea, and air to ensure each sea 
otter successfully used the skills they learned from their 
surrogate mother to reacclimate to the kelp forests of 
Monterey Bay. 

In 2001, our sea otter conservation program pioneered 
the use of surrogacy — pairing a stranded otter pup with an 
adult female otter in our long-term care — to help young 
otters acquire the skills to thrive in the wild. This year, we 
published a paper describing and evaluating our surroga-
cy methods, including everything from rescue response, 
pairing stranded sea otter pups with our resident female sea 
otters, and the release of the rescued otters. This publica-

Rescuing and 
rehabilitating 
southern sea otters 

“�The economic benefits from such a small area are remarkable, and  
the role sea otters play in influencing how visitors value their visit 
demonstrates another benefit that sea otters can provide to their local 
communities.” — JESS FUJII, MONTEREY BAY AQUARIUM’S SEA OTTER PROGRAM MANAGER

Aquarium and Middlebury Institute of International Studies’ 
Center for the Blue Economy, found that otters have a role 
to play in local economies as well. As recreational visitors 
came to enjoy Elkhorn Slough, an estuary in Monterey Bay 
that is home to nearly 100 sea otters, they highly valued the 
ability to view sea otters in the wild. Visitors contribute an 
estimated $3 million in annual revenue to local communities.

Kit cares for a rescued pup, 956-23,  
as part of the Aquarium’s surrogacy 
program where stranded pups are 
trained by our resident female exhibit 
otters and reintroduced to the wild.

51  
pups born in the wild to  

surrogate-reared otters that we rescued,  
rehabilitated, and released 

(These are only the pups we observed —  
there could be many more.)

OUR SEA OTTER PROGRAM BY THE NUMBERS
Here's the impact of our program since it started in 1984. 

266 
sea otters 
 rehabilitated and  

released back to the wild 

73 
pups reared 
through our sea otter  

surrogacy program

39 
years 

since we rescued our first  
sea otter in 1984 

85 
non-releasable 

otters 
placed at 13 different  

U.S. aquariums and zoos 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0006320723000629
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0006320723000629
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0006320723000629
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This year we celebrate our 40th anniversary. Throughout the 

past decades, your exceptional and generous support has helped 

our programs grow and flourish. Since our founding in 1984, 

financial stewardship has been a top priority for the Monterey Bay 

Aquarium. Together, we’ve built a sound financial foundation that 

will allow us to advance our mission into the future.

1   Admissions	 63.0 million
2   Contributions	 57.7 million
3   Memberships	  13.7 million
4   Endowment Distribution 	  11.2 million
5   Other Earned Revenue	  8.0 million
6   Retail and Food Services	  5.7 million

TOTAL	  $159.3 million

1   Animal Care & Aquarium Experience	 56.1 million
2   Communications & Outreach	 20.7 million
3   Conservation & Science Programs	  12.5 million
4   Education Programs 	  5.3 million
5   Management & General	  11.5 million
6   Fundraising & Membership Services	  6.9 million

TOTAL	  $113.0 million

REVENUE 
$159.3 million

DIRECT  
EXPENSES 

$113.0 million
1

1

2 2

3

3

4

4

5
5

6 6

Our finances Capital Expenditures $20.3 million
To continue advancing our conservation mission into the future, we must maintain our facility and innovative 
exhibits. In 2023, we continued replacing the supports for the intake pipe that brings seawater into the Aquarium, 
began construction on a sea otter rehabilitation facility, renovated our water quality lab, and completed other 
critical capital projects. And we’re laying the groundwork for projects to come in 2025.

Figures are preliminary and unaudited. 2023 financial documents will be available at: MontereyBayAquarium.org/financials

https://www.montereybayaquarium.org/about-us/financial-statements-and-annual-review
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ENDOWMENT

he Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Endowment Fund 
is central to our mission: to inspire conservation 
of the ocean. The urgency of our work continues 
to grow and we are so grateful to our endow-

ment donors who ensure the Aquarium’s long-term finan-
cial health, thereby providing stability for our key programs. 

In 2023 our Endowment Fund reached a total of $352 
million. The annual distribution was $11.2 million. Distribu-
tions from the endowment are allocated to the Aquarium's 
conservation and education programs as needed. The 
average annual return on investments in the Fund over the 
past five years is 8.6 percent. The Aquarium uses a conser-
vative annual distribution formula, which is four percent of 

How to create your own legacy
Gifts of all sizes and types advance our work. If you are ready to create your own legacy with the Aquarium,  
please contact the Gift Planning team at lastinglegacy@mbayaq.org or at 831.648.4913. 

We are pleased to recognize our generous donors who joined the Aquarium’s Endowment Society with gifts  
of $100,000 or more. Donors who join the Endowment Society may elect to be recognized with a fund in their name,  
or in honor of a family member or friend. 

Endowment Society Members

We also wish to express our gratitude to the 848  
members in our Betty White Ocean Legacy Circle for  
their dedication to the Aquarium. Their gifts in the future 
will be critical to securing a healthy ocean for generations  
to come.

With deep gratitude and great sadness, we acknowl-
edge the kindness and generosity of our friends and Betty 
White Ocean Legacy Circle members who passed away in 
recent years. Their legacy gifts will have a lasting impact. 
With profound respect, we recognize the following donors:

Anonymous 
Roberta A. Bell
Betty L. Bird
Charles W. Briggs
Dustie Burley
Toni Clark
Patricia Costen
Robert Costen
Tim Craig
Esther C. DeBra
Dr. Robert F. Dunn
Leslie A. Emlay
Barry N. French

Michael G. Getas
Ovella R. Hall
Ruth S. Hartmann
Arthur W. Hormel
Margaret Johnson
Alan Rossing
Catherine Rossing
Alexander Paul Sassi
Donald Schneider
Lawrence Thornton
Jon Vickroy
Donald Wunsch
Danielle Yuhasz

Leaving  
a legacy for  
the ocean

the three-year rolling average market value of the  
Endowment Fund. In this way, the Fund provides revenue 
for the present while ensuring funds for the future.

The Aquarium’s Endowment Fund includes the Fund for 
the Future of the Ocean as well as the Children’s Education 
Endowment Fund, the source of support for free Aquarium 
admission to California schoolchildren — something we’ve 
been committed to doing since opening day. 

Increasing the size of our endowment is a critical priority 
as the Aquarium moves toward its 40th anniversary. We 
need and appreciate our donors whose gifts today and 
through their wills, trusts, and other planned-giving vehicles 
provide vital support.

Paul and Millie (Mildred) joined the Aquarium 
as members in 2007 and soon thereafter became 
Betty White Ocean Legacy Circle members. They 
gave gifts every year, with Millie passionate about 
caring for and protecting all sea animals.  

Fifty-year residents of Stanford, Millie passed 
away on November 7, 2021 followed by Paul on 
February 15, 2023.  We salute their deep and abiding 
love of science and conservation and we are deeply 
honored by their generous bequest.

Remembering  
Paul and Millie Berg

Paul and Mildred Berg. Paul received a 1980 Nobel Prize  
in Chemistry for his work in genetic sequencing.

Protecting the ocean 
into the future

Anonymous
Wallis Annenberg
Tila Bañuelos & Guerrero Family
Eugene Cheng, MD and  
	 Maribeth Colloton
Michael Dawson in memory	of  
	 Audrey Dawson
Robert and Flora Day for the  
	 Day Nissim Family Fund
John and Jean De Nault
Richard G. and Mae F. Dong
Alan Feinberg and Joan Weber
M. Jean Fisher
Denise Foderaro and Frank Quattrone
Gill Family Trust in 	loving memory of  
	 Ravinderjit Kaur Gill
The Green Family 

Charles E. Halfmann and G. Robert Yee
Wendy W. Kwok and Family
Douglas Lee and Kellee Noonan
William J. Lloyd in memory of  
	 W. Arthur and Eva L. Lloyd
Worth and Andy Ludwick
Connie and Bob Lurie
Jay and Susan Mandell
Dr. Hugh A. McAllister Jr.
John and Judith Mitchell in memory  
	 of Megan Liane 	Mitchell
Dean Morton
Lori S. Nye
The David and Lucile Packard  
	 Foundation
Pamela J. Pescosolido
Pomatto Family

In memory of Howard T. Powell
Purdy Legacy Foundation
Walter and Ramona Reichl
Jane and Chuck Rubey
Karl and Alice Ruppenthal  
	 Family Foundation
Charles and Helen Schwab Foundation
Robert and Janice Scott Foundation
Denise Littlefield Sobel
Curtis and Priscilla Tamkin
Suzanne Francoeur Taunt
The Terry Family Foundation
Leon Thomas and Betty Bird
Davis L. and Patricia M. Todhunter
Dr. Thomas Weber and Stephanie Reib
Alan Williams

T
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Audra and Sean McNicholas
Gordon and Betty Moore Foundation
Morgan Charitable Foundation
Susan and Lynn Orr
The Priem Family Foundation
The Quattrone Family
Jan Robb
Schlinger Family Foundation
Larry and Ashley Sonsini
Troper Wojcicki Foundation
Charles Wheatley
Lisa and Robert Wheatley
Anne Wojcicki Foundation

Ned and Jimi Barnholt
Jennifer Caldwell and John H. N. Fisher
Estate of Toni Clark and  
	 Lawrence Thornton
Cox-Vadakan Family
Ann and John Doerr
William H. Donner Foundation
Sharon and Joel Friedman
Estate of Adrienne S. Herman
William Knox Holt Foundation
Caron and Alan Lacy
The Landreth Family Fund*
Sally Lucas
Worth and Andy Ludwick

$10,000,000 AND ABOVE
Anonymous

$5,000,000 AND ABOVE
Acton Family Giving
The David and Lucile Packard  
	 Foundation
 The Gideon and Susie Yu Family

$1,000,000 AND ABOVE
Anonymous
Estate of Mildred and Paul Berg
Crankstart Foundation
Dhanam Foundation
The Eric and Wendy Schmidt Fund  
	 for Strategic Innovation

$500,000 AND ABOVE
Estate of Catherine and Alan Rossing

$250,000 AND ABOVE
Anonymous
The Keith Campbell Foundation  
	 for the Environment
Samantha Campbell
DougDoug Community
Estate of Alexander Paul Sassi
Denise Littlefield Sobel
Janne and Bill Wissel

$100,000 AND ABOVE
Anonymous
Estate of Anna M. Bagniewska

Executive Leadership Council 
of the Packards’ Circle
The Executive Leadership Council of the Packards’ Circle recognizes individuals and family foundations  
that support the Aquarium with gifts of $100,000 or more annually. 

OUR DONORS

We are exceptionally grateful to 
the following donors for their gifts 
received in 2023. 

Thank you
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Lorraine Hancock
Christen Hanson and Ed Spurr
Karen and Brendan Harley
Alvin T. Harry and Emily F. Adelmann
Paul and Nancy Helman
George and Kathleen Hill
Nancy and Jim Hoak
Chris and Greg Hoberg
Hoefer Family Foundation
Betsy Hosick and Barb Peterson
Shawn and Tracey Hurley
Tiffany Jeans and Thorvald Natvig
Sharon Johe
Johnson Ohana Foundation
Kristine Johnson and Tim Dattels
Marguerite and S. Allan A. Johnson
Finley, Caitlin, Nixon, Josie, Violet,  
	 and Poppy
Alycia and William Kennedy
Thomas V. Kornei
Joe and Nancy Kovalik Family
Lakeside Foundation
Pat Landers

Karen Erickson and Eric Rangen
A. C. Escalle Family
Alan Feinberg and Joan Weber
Bill Galcher and Celia Vigil
Ursula Gallichotte and James Hallmark
John and Laura Gamble Family Fund*  
Peggy Gennatiempo
Leslie Gheen
Cindy Gilbert, David Greenstein,  
	 and Chloe
Charles F. and Karen L. Gill
Jaswant Singh Gill and Gill Family Trust
Myra and Drew Goodman
Charles and Kristin Gossage
Stacy and Carl Gould
Christine and Stewart Green
The Greene Family
Katherine and Lance Gyorfi
Shirley and Harry Hagey
Elaine and Eric Hahn
Joanne and Arthur Hall
Jonathan Halloran
Ruth and Ben Hammett

OUR DONORS

Leanne and Michael Colvin
Joan and Edward Conger
Patrick J. Connolly Family
Kim and Todd Crockett
Susan and Richard Dauphiné
Denise and Gary David
Pilar and Lew Davies
Donald McEnry Davis Charitable Fund*
The Dawson Family
Nina and Casper de Clercq
Barbara W. Deméré
Nancy and Hugh Ditzler
Nancy and Bill Doolittle
Dawn and Paul Drzaic
Marlene and Duane Dunwoodie
Patricia Duran
Leslie Durboraw and Bill Maimone
Alex Dykes and Rob McClaine
Nancy Eccles and Homer M. Hayward  
	 Family Foundation
Carol Eckert and Robert Day
Estate of Leslie A. Emlay
Ken Endelman and Rosalind Van Auker

Leadership Council of the Packards’ Circle continued

IN MEMORIAM

Gordon and Betty Moore were visionary 
philanthropists, ocean champions

Robert Hartmann and Denise Danisch
Kathy and Bob Jaunich
Wendy W. Kwok and Family Endowment  
	 Fund for Education
Edmond D. Lock
Sally Maier and John Todd
Melody and Chris Malachowsky
Peter and Joan McKee
Connie and Kevin Shanahan
Pamela Silver and Jeff Way
Davis L. and Patricia M. Todhunter
John Walker Glascock
Donald and Anita Wolf
The Woo Family
Linda and Koichi Yamaguchi
Marsha McMahan Zelus

$10,000 AND ABOVE
Anonymous
Susan and James Acquistapace
Kim and Wayne Anderson
Laura and Harrison Bachrach
Tila Bañuelos & Guerrero Family
Alison and Joe Barta
Ellen Beasley and Kevin Baker
Merle and Lorna Beghtel
Roberta and Jim Bell
Wendy (Millard) Benjamin Fund*
Barbara Benson
Rebecca and Kirk Bocek
Carrie and Michael Bostock
RayAnn and Chris Bradford
Marianne and Donald Bradley
Fred and Susan Breidenbach
Patty and John Brissenden
Ann L. Brown
Lesley and Brad Canfield
Patti and Dan Canouse
The Cantacuzene Family
Maria Cardamone and Paul Matthews
Rebecca Castro
Wai and Glenda Chang
Zora and Les Charles
Donna Chiaro and John Cromwell
Brenda H. Christensen and  
	 Thomas W. Barry
Bobbé and Robert Christopherson
Bud and Rebecca Colligan

Gilda Gonzales and Dr. Ken Wysocki
Bill Hannon Foundation
The Harvey Family
Barbara and William Heil
Hellman Foundation Fund
Frances Hellman and Warren Breslau
Andrea and John Hennessy
Diane and Douglas Hockersmith
Chris, Kate, Stella, and Erik Jaffe
Eric C. Jensen and Teresa B. McCann
Charlene and Derry Kabcenell
Mrs. Joan F. Lane
Susan and Jay Mandell
The McElwee Family
Peggy and Rod McMahan
Dean Morton
Dinny and Ned Nemacheck
The Neukom Family
Dian and Peter Nielsen
Kellee Noonan and Douglas Lee
Pisces Foundation
Sabrina and Katie Poulos
Purdy Legacy Fund
Estate of Robert L. Ryon
BJ and NL Shipman Family Foundation  
	 Fund at the Community Foundation of  
	 Northern Nevada
Mary and Mark Stevens
Stephen Storey
Barbara Swain
Suzanne Francoeur Taunt
Pinkie and Dennis Terry
Darleen and Rolf Trautsch
Pamela and Brian Uitti
Wanda and Harold Wake
Lisa and Mark Wan
Brenda K. Wood

$20,000 AND ABOVE
Anonymous
Carol Atkinson
The Baylor Family
Robert and JoAnna Behl
Janet Brunckhorst and Vivek Wagle
Campizondo Foundation
Tammy and Bill Crown
Richard B. Fullerton Foundation
The Thomas D. Halaczkiewicz  
	 Foundation

$50,000 AND ABOVE
Anonymous
Angela and Robert Amarante
Paul M. Angell Family Foundation
Anonymous Fund of MCF
The Buffett Fund*
The Cheng Family Foundation
The Dunspaugh-Dalton Foundation, Inc.
Susan Ford Dorsey and Mike Dorsey
Gates Ventures
Karen and Rick Hargrove
In memory of Adrienne S. Herman
Cathie and Pitch Johnson
Maxwell/Hanrahan Foundation
Nora McNeely Hurley/Manitou Fund  
	 in memory of Marjorie and  
	 Donald McNeely
Ana Mendez and Rajeev Jayavant
Quest Foundation
Yuanbi and Paul Ramsay
Michelle S. Rhyu and Stephen C. Neal
Patricia Chandler Seawell
Cheryl and Lonnie Smith
Windgate Foundation
Patsy and Bob Zollars

$25,000 AND ABOVE
Anonymous
Laura and Judson Althoff
Lyn and David Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Barrett
Currie and Tom Barron
The William McCaskey Chapman and  
	 Adaline Dinsmore Chapman  
	 Foundation
Heidi Charleson and Lou Woodworth
Anne and Terry Clark
Scott Corwon
Alan and Laurie Dachs
Flora and Robert Day
Carl and Sandra DeLay-Magnuson
Thomas and Marilyn Draeger
Margareta and Staffan Encrantz
Robert Fenton Family
Flora Family Foundation
Francis Family Foundation
Diané and John Furlan
Hope Giles and Jim Turek

Leadership Council  
of the Packards’ Circle 
The Leadership Council of the Packards’ Circle recognizes individuals and family foundations  
that support the Aquarium with gifts of $10,000 to $99,999.

The Monterey Bay Aquarium family mourns the 
passing in 2023 of Gordon and Betty Moore. Gordon was 
a true giant in business and technology; together, he 
and Betty were visionary philanthropists and leaders in 
ocean conservation. They were longtime supporters of 
the Aquarium and our work to inspire conservation of 
the ocean. 

Gordon was the second recipient of our David Packard 
Award, which recognizes individuals whose activities 
and achievements embody the qualities of thought 
and action that David Packard held dear. His impact as 
a thinker and leader in the birth of Silicon Valley was 
matched by the lasting difference he and Betty made 
through their philanthropy. All of us who care about 
science, the environment, and human well-being in all 
its meanings owe him a debt of gratitude.

		  MontereyBayAquarium.org / 2023 ANNUAL REVIEW	 37



		  MontereyBayAquarium.org / 2023 ANNUAL REVIEW	 3938	 2023 ANNUAL REVIEW / MontereyBayAquarium.org

Julie and Ralph Kimball
Doehee Kimm and Peter Lee
Mary Ellen Klee
Jennifer and Joe Klinger
Toni Knudson and Kishore Augustus
Eileen Kopec
The Cathy and Dick Lampman  
	 Foundation
Randall T. Lang Fund at the East Bay  
	 Community Foundation
The Lauesen Family
Jeanette and Olaf Leifson
Terri and Gray Levy
Shirley and Darren Litzinger
Sandra Locatelli
Terri Lundberg and Arnold Whitman
Jeff Mace
Pirkko Marja Maguire
Lars and Marin Mapstead
David Markle
Gene and Daneen Matts
Robert McGriff
Carolyn and Phil McIntyre
Morna Mellor
The Drs. Paul H. and  
	 Mary R. Meredith Family
Grace Merrill
The Messer Family
Sonja and Matthew Middleton
Cynthia D. and Forrest E. Miller
Wendy Mines and Eleanor Sue
Nancy Minton and Andrea Szymanowski
Susan and Bill Montgomery
Roberta and Colin Moore
Susan B. Moore and Larry E. Moore
Sally W. Morgan
Jacquelyn A Mullarky
Maureen Murphy Tolson
Catherine and Robert Murphy
Katherine Nelson
Elaine and Armand Neukermans
Andrea Noble
Ann and Roger Noll
Bridget O’Neill
Judith Olson
Kris and John Olson
Nathan and Miles Orloff
Sheila Ortloff
Ellen and Gary Osheroff
Art and Tamara Paradis
Kimberly and Gary Parker

Ria Eagan and Sue Stryker
Donald Ellis and Sherry Chang
The Engel Family
Charlene Etheridge
Sonja Fagan and Andrew Edelsten
Bruce Fairbanks
Shannon and Ted Farrell
Susan L. Fisher
The Fraenkel Family
J. Stewart Fuller
The Brett and Michelle Galloway  
	 Foundation
Garcia Family
Candace and Vincent Gaudiani
Kimberly and Jon Gavenman
Jody and Nancy Gerstner
Rochelle Gibbons and Howard Pelovitz
Bettina and Michael Gilligan
Mark Goines and Gail Wong
Steve Gorski and Mary Walsh-Gorski
Kevin, Martie, and Al Graf
Melanie and Curt Graham
Sue and Ken Greathouse
Diane Greene and Mendel Rosenblum
Keith E. Gress and Amy A. Peirce
Ruth M. Gupta
Tia and Jaakko Haapasalo
Ann P. Haberkorn
Barbara and Dick Haiduck
Eileen Hamilton
Michèle and Tor Hanssen
Katherine Hartman and  
	 Christopher Waterbury
The William and Flora Hewlett  
	 Foundation
Barbara Hibino Page and Carl Page
Frances and Jeffrey Higginbotham
Lynne Hipp
Deborah Hobbs
The Hobson/Lucas Family Foundation
Anne and Michael Hochberg
Hohbach Family Foundation
Tom B. Housen
Carolyn Hunsicker
Lee Hurd
Janet and G. Dan Hutcheson
Aditi Iyer
Julia Jackson
Christine and Michael James
Nancy Jaxon
Deborah Johnson

$5,000 AND ABOVE
Anonymous
Joyce and Joseph Abbate
Judith Abbott
Joy and Jonathan Alferness
Dorothy and Steven Anderson
Julie and Derek Anderson
Ariko Family Foundation
The Armstrong Family
Geoff and Rebecca Wolf Arnold
Charles L. Barndt, Jr.
Elizabeth and John Barron
Margaret Bauhaus
Richard Baumgartner and  
	 Elizabeth Salzer
Robert and Sydney Bennion
Mary and Rudy Bergthold
Robin Berry and William Ringer
Paula Black and Laura Zehm
The Bluebird Vista Trust
Andrea K. Boehmer
Anne Bonaparte and Judd Williams
Caasi Bonura and Jeremy Goodland
The Borch Family
Johnnie and Peter Borris
Linda Joanne Brown and  
	 Lauren Katherine Morlock
Jean Y. Caravalho
Sanjay and Sushmita Chanda
Susan Ameling Charbonneau
Linda and Randall Charles
Steven and Karin Chase
A. M. Chavez
Brian K. Childress
Victoria Christie
Estate of Thomas Lee Coates
Fran Codispoti and Margaux Schroeder
Coit Foundation
Sandy and Shaun Collard
Marsha and James Condon
Peggy and Yogen Dalal
James Day
Catherine and John Debs
Laura Desmond-Black and  
	 Steven Davidovitz
Lee and Mary Alice Dickerson
Phyllis J. Dorricott
Michele T. Drake
The Ducommun and Gross Family  
	 Foundation
Kate and William Duhamel

OUR DONORS

Packards’ Circle
The Packards’ Circle recognizes individuals and family foundations that support the Aquarium with gifts of $2,500 to $9,999. 

IN MEMORIAM

Dave Powell’s innovative 
approach shaped the look 
of the Aquarium’s exhibits
As our first director of animal care, Dave Powell 
transformed exhibit design and the range of marine life 
species that aquariums could bring to the public. He also 
made sure our Animal Care staff had time and space to learn 
how to raise new species. In doing so, he has enabled us to 
inspire millions of visitors by connecting people with ocean 
life in compelling ways.

Leadership Council of the Packards’ Circle continued

Carol and Don Laucella
Elena and Jim Lawson
Aida and Bruno Lecointre
Theresa and Geoff Lees
Jacquelynn Leggett and Philip Merritt
Mary and Bob Litterman
Lee Litzler and Lylia Needham
Kathryn and Jim Lodato
Karen Lovejoy
Shannon Madison and Giles Douglas
Glenice and Steve Magee
Michael and Maxine Mantell
Patty and Eff Martin
Vicki Mayberry
Charlotte and John McConkie
The McMurtry Family Foundation
Victor Merlino
Donna E. Meyers and Roberta S. Hunter
The Betty Millard Foundation
Lianne and David Mintz
Margaret Moore and Ben Trumbull
Gail Halford Morey
Shara and David Morishige
Nancy S. Mueller
Wendy Munger and Leonard Gumport
Sally and Craig Nordlund
Lori S. Nye
Therese and Donald Olker
Tama and John Olver
Anne Pattee
Berniece and Pat Patterson
Carrie and Greg Penner

Roxanne and Alex Petruncola
The Phillips Family
Lynn J. and Wayne H. Preston
Debbie and Mike Pung
Kathy Reavis and David Strohm
Diane and John Rettig
Jancy Rickman and W. J. Michaely
Kathi and Larry Ridley
Catherine A. Rivlin and Robert L. Jones
George and Jane Roach
Leigh and Eddie Robinson
The Rorer Foundation
Rossi Family Foundation
Dr. Antti-Veikko Rosti and  
	 Dr. Judy-Ann Rosti
Jane and Charles Rubey
Mandy and Daryl Salm
Jaime and Crystal Sanchez
The Schink-Knowles Family
Heike Schmitz
Carol H. Schneider
Lee Schubert and Jed Hepworth
Jan and Bob Scott
Jeanette B. Sechrist
Sherry Shepardson
The Patrick and Alicia Shepherd  
	 Family Trust
The Silverman Family Fund
Tracey and Bob Simpson
Rod Skinner
Skynet USA Liang
Patricia M. and William H. Smith

George Somero and Amy Anderson
Candis Stern
Regina and Dieter Stoeckel
Storkan Family
Ginny and Richard Strock
Cindy and Caitlin Stuewe
Robert Sullivan and Meg Best-Sullivan
Linda and Bruce Taylor
Peter Thorp
Yvonne Thorstenson and Brian Strom
Donald and Denise Timmons
Patricia and Vincent Tinto
Evelyn Torras Fund*
Chris and Minako Tsuji
Karen and James Tyler
James Vanlandingham
Ann and James Verhey
Rick and Franca Voegelin
Jeanne Ware
Kim and Norm Wesley
David and Lisa White
Kathleen A. White
Brayton Wilbur Foundation
Alan Williams
Thomas Wolf
Carrie and Cliff Woolley
Douglas Wreden
Warren Yang and Jung Yoon
Bill, Zack, and Carol Fulton Yeates
Roslyn Young and Dave Johnston
Marcin Zukowski and Anna Chmielowiec
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Clara and Bruce Chin
Laurie Christensen and Colin Ma
Lisa and Mike Chun
Joyce Chung and Rene Lacerte
Theresa and Stephen Ciari
Alli and Dave Clark
Connie and Mike Clark
The David C. Clark Family
Michal Clark Family
Robin Clark and Mary Mackiernan
Anastasia Clegg
Jan and Mike Cloud
James D. Clubb
Lu and Woody Clum
Lisa and Michele Coddington
Wim Coekaerts
Aileen and Ron Cohen and Family
Mary G. Colburn
Jeannie Cole
Pamela and Rachel Conant
Cheryl Connolly
Ann Marie and John Conover
Shari and Scott Conrad
Tim and Kelly Coppedge
Michael and Emmy Copriviza
Joann and Ivan Cornelius
Gerald and Buff Corsi
Judith A. and Larry B. Crowder

Ann and Irving Weissman
Nancy and Hugh Westermeyer
Lauree White and Michael Imes
Kira Whitehouse and Solomon Endlich
Stephanie Wien
Hollie Wilent and Carl Sutton
LuAnn Wilkerson and  
	 Lawrence Hy Doyle
Michael and Kim Wilkins
Marti Williams
Linda and King Won
Frank Wong
Haydee and Jack Wong
Kim Worsencroft and Dennis McEvoy
Barbara P. and Chris Wright
Deborah Wyatt and Andrée Hest
Jeanne and Cyril Yansouni
Charlotte and Erez Yarkoni
William York and Shawn Lampron
Scottie Zimmerman
Jane and Gordon Zook

$2,500 AND ABOVE
Anonymous
Jeanette and William Abbott
Larry S. Abitbol Family
Janet and Chuck Adams
Dr. Scott Adams and Mr. Michael Lentz
Mitchell Adler and Judy Whitten
Al Agrella
Blaise Aguera-Arcas
The Aikin Family
Carolyn and David Amaral
Robin and Ken Anderson
Judy D. Andrews
Rick and Tonya Antle Fund*
Rob Arathoon and Philippa Norman
Charles and Ronni Arduini
Marlene and John Arnold
Jered Arquiette and Quynh Pham
Peggy Aschenbeck and Al Giles
Patricia Atassi
Tom Atwood
Margot M. Avery
LaNae and Rick Avra
Vera Axelrod and Andrew Karnani
Kathy Ayers
Emily Bach and Thomas Moglia
Caroline Bailey and Family
Debbie and Paul Baker
Eric Baker and Karen Mokrzycki
Margot and Tyler Baker
Richard Bakman

OUR DONORS

Packards’ Circle continuedPackards’ Circle continued

Pass Thru Fund*
Virginia Pauksta
Janet and David Peoples
Ayse Perihan and Mete Yalcinkaya
Janet and Bert Peterson
Donna Petkanics and  
	 Jay Gerstenschlager
Donna and Eric Prebys
Kenneth Prevette
Carol Randle
Susan and John Ray
Martha Rebagliati and Family
Ramona and Walter Reichl
Deborah Reiling
Ann and Kanwal Rekhi
Alexandra Grace Rennie
Linda G. Rhodes and Victoria A. Dahl
JoAnna and Jake Rickard
Robert and Florence Slinger Fund*
Alice L. Robertson
Catherine Rossi-Roos and Mark Roos
Carol Roston
Nancy Ruskin
Virginia and Gary Russell
Alisa and Rob Sakowitz
Ruth and Walter Schillinger
Schleyer Foundation
Eileen & Fred Schoellkopf Foundation
Steve Schramm and Diane Schweitzer
In memory of Kristin Shepherd
Dennette, Joel, Trent, Leslie, and Colby
Gary Sorgen
Patricia and Icarus Sparry
Joan and Bruce Spicer
Rachael Staudt and Douglas Soo
Debbie and Tom Steiman-Cameron
Sabina Stoltz and Aaron Thornton
Janet and Worth Summers
Cheryl and Adam Sweeney
Gene and Tracy Sykes
Lisa and Bradley Tank
Colleen Tate and Erin Levins
Jennifer Taylor and Phillip Trujillo
Geneva and Charles Thornton
Jeffrey Tindall
TOSA Foundation
Colin and Rebecca Tribble
LaDonna Valenti
Estate of Jon Vickroy
Dr. Hugh Visser
Fran and Jim Wagner
Connie and Robert Waldrop
Tom Wandless & Karlene Cimprich

Betty and Paul Baldacci
JoAnn and Robert Balzer
Christine and Thomas Banks
Alison Barnsley
Sister Claire Barone
Stephen Bartlett
Barbara and Brian Beattie
Barbara S. Beck
Jessie and Travis Becker
Victoria and Barry Behr
Rhonda and Tim Bekkedahl
Susan and Steven Bell
Pamela Bendich
Christopher Berg
Lynette and Richard Berg
Fred and Jan Betke
The Beutler Family
Theresa and Larry Biggam
Dan and Becky Biondi
Penny Blake
The Blau Reeves Family
Sarah and Eric Blofsky
Charlene Boarts
Betty Boege
Lucia and Michael Boggiatto
Christann Bohnet and  
	 Louis Bermingham
Vreni and Willy Borner
Barbara F. Borthwick and  
	 Marilyn A. Steinhart
Craig T. Bowman and  
	 Susan M. Schoenung
Lauren and Darrell Boyle
Elizabeth Bramsen
Leslie Brian and Benjamin Considine
Susanne and Chris Brokaw
Ginger Brown and Thomas Savarino
Jack Brown and Sylvia Ascencio-Brown
James and Melinda Brown
Rodlyn Brown
Shirley Brown and Judith Taylor
Bishop Tod D. Brown
Margaret L. Browne
Lexie, Lucas, Annie, Jill, Louie, Luba,  
	 Chuck Bruhn, MD
Judy and Bob Brust
Christina and Ben Bullock
Marjorie R. Bullock and Nina S. Harrison
Susan Burchill
Audie, Jackie, and Cara Burgan
Don Burgett
Madelyn Burke and John Nooyen
Ira Burkemper and Christine Drage

Janet and Mark Calhoon
Araceli and Daniel Camarillo
Janina and Steven Campbell
Claire M. Campodonico
Susan and Peter Canepa
Hannah Cao and Victor Osimitz
Geoff and Linda Capell
Amy and Jarred Capellman
Laurie and Scott Carney
Tere and Paul Carrubba
Sue and Richard Carson
Lois and James Carwin
Jose Castellanos and Carmen Cortez
Cyr Ann and James Castle
Anthony and Jane Castruccio
Dr. Anthony and Clare Cedolini  
	 and Family
Eunice Chang
Judy and Joe Chappell
Sue and Al Char
Anita and Edward Chavez
Blain Checkley
Eunice and Don Chee
Chennavasin Family
Susan and Steven Cheu
Eugene Cheung and Jennifer Logue
Michelle Chiang and Marcia Glover
Candice C. Chin

Dr. Ela Cudilo and Mr. Dean Martindale
Chris and Ty Curry
Ron and Barb D’Ercole
Ellen and Joffa Dale
Dr. Lisa Damico-Beyer and  
	 Dr. Joseph Beyer
Iris and Stephen Dart
The De Berti Family
Angela and Michael De La Rosa
Drs. Michael G. Dearmin and  
	 Karen A. Hassan
Paul and Linda DeBruce
Tina and Michael Declerck
Norine DeGregori
Madeleine Delman and Jerry Cohen
Linda and Ed DeMeo
Susan and Ujesh Desai
Denise Devereaux and Steve Sharpe
Mira and Jeffrey Dick
Julie Dickson
Susan F. Dinwiddie
Lanaya and Gary Dix
Laurie and Roberto Dixon
Kathleen Doerr
Adam Dohner
Martha R. Dorn and John D. Scandling
Linda Dotson and Andrew Forster
Hallie Mitchell Dow and Brad Dow

Behind our remarkable living exhibits  
are truly remarkable people. In her 25 years 
with our Animal Care team, Jonelle’s curiosity, 
creativity, and dedication inspired her teammates 
and enriched our exhibits. She raised seahorses 
with uncommon skill and mentored colleagues 
as a talented and caring curator of fishes and 
invertebrates. Though we lost Jonelle too young, 
the influence of her example lives on.

IN MEMORIAM

Jonelle Verdugo’s 
dedication, leadership 
left a lasting impact
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Bernice K. Lacks
Carol and Michael Laflin
Grace and David Lam
Diane Lane
Charlotte and Larry Langdon
Drena and Robert Large
Lasher Foundation, Inc
Diana and Lew Laurent
Julia and Ruddick Lawrence
Carrie Lawton and Mark Kohalmy
Melinda and Patrick Leary
Clara E. Lee and Shari L. Brooks
Cynthia Lee
Forrest Lee
Judy and Thomas Lee
Julia Lee and John Yong
Brooks G. Leffler
Leila Chen
Charlotte Leong and Mark Rotter
Mary Levine and Nancy Sinai
Marketa Limova and Carl Olson
Aren and Paul Lindstrom
Jan Lipson Family
Peggy Lance Little
Kateri Livingston
Bonnie Lockwood and Merrick Rayle
Lynda and Rick Lofvendahl
The Logan Family

The Kano Family
Peter Kasavan
Lynne and Brodie Keast
Marilyn and Daniel Keelan
Albina and Matt Kehoe
Mary Keir and K. Mark Ansel
Terese and George Kemble
Joan and Robert Kerr
Elizabeth J. and James G. Kirk
The Kirsch Family
In memory of David S. Kletter and  
	 Adina Kletter
Earl Knecht
Ken and Wanda Kocina Family Trust
Bethany and Bill Koenig
Jan M. Kohlmoos
Darlene Kraemer and Norma Wilson
Joanne M. Kraemer
C. Stephen Kriegh and  
	 Pamella S. Gronemeyer, M.D.
Dana and Sharon Krone
William Krueger and Kathleen May
Grace Ku and Gregory Heestand
Don R. Kuehn
Marcia Kuhlmann
Marilyn and John Kuray
Nicholas Kwaan
Johanna Kwan and Kevin Hague

Charles and Judi Hazen
Annie and Timothy Heath
Rochelle and Lee Hedgepeth
Kathleen Heitz Myers and  
	 George Myers
Lorna and Reuben Helick
Karen and Phillip Helton
Zhang Heng and Xiaona Li
Kathy and Alfred Herbermann
Samantha and Henry Herman
Haylie and Mark Hewitt
Pam and David Hibbert
Caroline Hicks
Adrienne Higa and Anthony Swarthout
Karen Hildreth and Michael Miller
Karuna Maya Hines and Family
Susan and Philip Hines
Deborah and Robert Hirth
Michelle Ho and Jonathan Cham
Gail and James Hoffman
Genevieve Hogan and Zied Rieke
David Holland and Ondine Gage
Hondl Family
Jeanne Hori and Tami Garcia
Lisa J. Horton
Deborah and Shu-Dean Hsu
Dr. Wei-Je Huang and Ms. Pei-Jen Hsu
Kristin and Jeff Huget
John and Norma Humphries and  
	 Linn Family
Wanda Hung and Chris Vakili
Mindy Hunt and Marty Northrip
Elaine and Carl Hurst
Mike Hurtado and Wendy Okafuji
James Hutchinson
Stella Hwang and Philip King
J. Mark and Debbie Inglis
The Irvine Family
Nithin and Peggy Iyengar
Marie Jackson
Sharon Jacobo
Donna Jahn
Marita and Mike Janiga
Cindy Jarvis and Allan Grimes
Lynn and David Jesus
Joanne Johnson
Adrienne and Joel Jones
Mattson, Cabrie, Collin, and Paris
Michael and Roger Jones
Harish and Kate Joshi
Les Junge and Holly Joseph
Tara and Jeff Kahler
Jiyoung and Jason Kang

Kathy and Kyle Frandle
Karen and Bill Frederick
Susan French and Robert Hassing II
Alison and Jerry Frey
Barbara and Larry Friedlander
Gerald Fritz
Dorothy Furgerson and Carrie Reid
Jim and Susan Gaither
Karen Garafola and Michael Murray
The Garton Family
GAT Family Foundation
The Gaver Family
Linda Geiger
Amy Geng and Todd Park
Linda Giampa
Yekaterina Gilbo
Jacquelyn Giuffré and William Kreysler
Bradley K. Gjerding
Terry Gladek and Joseph Hingston
Cheryl Glick
Janice and Mel Goertz
Linda and Mark Golan
Kathleen and James Goldsmith
Susanne and Robert Gong-Guy
Howard L. Gosch
Jean and Dave Grabost
Patricia Grant
Tamara and John Gravenor
Pria Graves and George Koerner
Lynsie and Andy Gridley
Dr. Paul Griffin and Dr. Louise Audet
Alma and Ronald Gross
Carolyn and William Gross
Chris and Sue Gularte Family
Michele and Brian Gustafson
Saina and David Hadden
Mimi Hahn and Larry Warcken
Enis and John Hall
Jesse and Heather Hall
Julia and Kevin Hall
Katie and Bill Hammerson
Rebecca and Kiersten Handorf
Steve Hanleigh and Valeri Huxley
Nagi and Terry Hanna
Jillian and Jeff Harrell
Jennifer and Andy Harris
Joyce and James Harris
Sally Harris
Katie and Anthony Harrison
Jean and Richard Haskell
Mary and Roger Hayashi
Anne H. Haydock
Susan and David Hayward

Karen and John Dowdell
Connie and Mike Dowler
Christina Drake and Timothy Thompson
Karen and Phil Drayer
Brian R. Drell
Mikila and Connor Duke
Gayle Dukelow and Rosalyn Zakheim
Kathleen and Eric Duncan
Susan and Ronald Duncan
Lisa Duong and Thomas Sites
Micaela and Paul Dybbro
Mrs. Joyce Eandi
Linda and Steven Eaton
Priscilla and Bill Eckert
Erin and Brian Edem
Patricia A. and Walter W. Edwards
Jody and Mike Elliott
Susan and John Elliott
Eng-Caulfield Family Fund
Kim Engstrom and Linda Shields
Marcella and Frank Ettin
Wendy and John Evans
Elijah Ezeji-Okoye
Greta and Scott Fanning
Kitti and Jon Fanoe
Constance E. Farrar and  
	 Kimberly A. Duke
Weyland Fat and Luanne Morikawa
John F. Feeley Jr.
Jeanne Felber and Ricky Suemori
Aileen Fell
Benjamin Fennema and Joice Chan
Laura and Rick Fergerson
Elizabeth and James Ferguson
Barry and Toby Fernald
Nancy and Michael Ferraro
Lisa Field
Michele W. Finch
Jeffrey Finley
Karen Fisbeck and Jeromy Rutter
Jeanne and Frank Fischer
Michelle and Sean Fitts
Sharon Flanagan and Patrick Galvin
Candace and Lee Fleming
Peter Fogliano and Hal Lester  
	 Foundation
Barbara Viljoen Fonseca
Stacy L. Forgy
T. J. Forsyth
Darlene Forsythe-Beacham and  
	 David Beacham
Ian Fox and Chun Tsai
Kent Frame and Family

OUR DONORS
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Judy and Gary Logan
Karen and Howard Loomis
Monica Lopez and Sameer Gandhi
Heather Shermer Lord and Patrick Lord
Carrie and Jeff Loutit
Deborah Love-Sudduth and  
	 Robert Sudduth
Tru Love and Stephen Stuart
Cheryl and Kerry Lugo
Genevieve Luis
Valera Lyles and Andrew Dobson
Carmel Lynch and Noel Gaynor
Jody Lyons and Gary Gallagher
D. and C. Mabey
Kristie and Neil MacDonald
Mackenzie Family Fund
The MacMillan Family
The MacNaughtons—For Robert
Evelyn and David Macway
Magnuson Mayo Family
Judy Maller
Jennifer and Philip Maritz
Judith and Frank Marshall
Karen and David Mast
The Matlow Family
Maureen and Tom Matthews
May Family Foundation
Susan and Richard Mayer

Celebrating Rosa  
via livestream
Video game streamer Douglas Wreden — 
known online as DougDoug — hosted his fifth 
birthday fundraiser for the 24th birthday of 
Rosa, the matriarch of our sea otter exhibit. In 
a two-day marathon of livestreaming, he and 
5,685 of his generous DougDoug Community 
followers contributed more than $300,000 
to support our sea otter conservation efforts. 
Doug visited the Aquarium often during his 
childhood, which inspired his love for our 
animals — as well as his amazing work over the 
past five years to raise awareness and funds for 
our programs!
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Gail and Bob Ward and Family
Denise Watkins
Catherine Watson and Andrew Huang
Jennifer and Chris Watts
Brenda Higgins Webster
Sheila, Wendy, and Bob Weisblatt
Anne Wellner de Veer and Hans de Veer
Stacia and Kevin Wells
Rick and Judy Wentworth
Marilynn and Michael Whitcomb
Beth White and Curt Huber
Whitehead Family
Michelle and Greg Whitten
Linda and Randy Wight
Anne Mary Wilke
Beth and Scott Williams
Cynthia and James Williams
Lesley and Greg Williams
Dr. Quentin Williams and Dr. Elise Knittle
Melanie and Alan Wirtanen
Julie Wissink and Randall Vagelos
Linda Witkop and Kim Nicholson
Witter-Mayer Family
Susan and Peter Wolcott
Sue Wolfe and Jim Garlick
Doug and Rhea Wong
Joyce and Kenneth Wong
Nora and Jacob Woodsey
Kathryn and Robert Woolery
Sally and George Wren
Jerry and Sheila Wroblewski
Linda and David Wyckoff
Karen and John Wynbeek
Rhea Yap and Steve Cheng
Joann Yates and William King
In Memory of Frances Yee
Ellie Y. Yieh and Michael J. Sullivan
Katie and Michael York
Lynn and Kyle York
Gail and Rich Youngblood
Kathy and John Youngblood
Linda and Andy Ypulong
Mary Yui and Jeff Longmate
Yida Zhang and Xiaodan Jia
André, Kathleen, and Jennifer Zunino

*Gifts made from a donor-advised  
fund at the Community Foundation  
for Monterey County.

Sibylle and Heinrich Stockmanns
Melissa Stolsig
Thomas R. and Diane Stevenson Stone
Becky Stromska-Green and  
	 Steven Green
The Strong Family
Michael Suedkamp and Darci Buswell
Sheri and Todd Suko
Judith and Gerald Sullivan
Junie and John Sullivan
Summers Family Fund
Adrian Sun
Marilyn Sutorius and Pamela Jungerberg
Valerie Swalef
Debra and Keith Sweitzer
Pamela and Edward Taft
Cheryl and Trent Tanaka
Di Ann and James Tarhalla
Alice and Bill Taylor
Jane and Paul Taylor
Elisa and Christina Tempelaar-Lietz
Rebecca and John Ternus
Sarah and Jay Thayer
Sonja Thieme and Joerg Meyer
Janet and William Thigpen
Shari and Brian Thomas
Kirsi Maaria and Erik Charles Tiemroth
Sally Tischler and Jim Newsome
Megan and Benito Torres
Onnolee and Orlin Trapp
Madison and Edward Trathan
The Traverse Foundation
Nancy and Rich Trissel
Karen and Jim Truettner
Dr. Louise D. Turkula
Dennis and Andrew Turnipseed
Ruby and Jason Uphus
Henry H. Ushijima
Lucia Valerio and Mark Moore
Vallentin Fund*
Sylvia and Paul Van Diemen
Vargas Family Fund
Frank Vargas and Joan Wrabetz
Liz Varnhagen and Steve Greenberg
John Venneman and Laura Kidwiler
Carol and Dan Verser
Janet and Joseph Vieira
Jerrie A. Villegas
Mary Vinciguerra and Gail Pinnell
Joanne Virone
Linda Wade and Jon Monteith
Gabriele and Ingo Wald
Derek Wang Family Foundation

Trudy and Charles Salter
Joyce and Reid Samuelson
Roberta Santiago and David Swanson
Gregory Schaner
Jack Schiffhauer
Barbara Schilling and Richard Carr
Sheila and James Schlee
Stephen Schleimer and Cyndi Shermn
Nicole and Nick Schluchter
Sam Schreiber and Zoe Fenson
Patricia and Bruno Schueler
Virginia and William Shultz
Leah Schutt
Liane and Eric Scott
Jennifer and Jeremy Seeba
Jerry M. Seibert Family
Joyce Selby Family
Meryl and Robert Selig
Sarah Selig and Harry Robertson
Bill and Cheryl Semple
Danielle and Christopher Severs
Jacquelyn D. Seymour and Jessica Clark
Diane and Carl Shannon
Bonita G. Shaw and Chris Ellis
Sheathing Technologies, Inc.
Michelle and Cliff Shedd
Dennis Shen
Claudine and James Sheridan
Sheri Shipe and Heather Lee
Lori Shoemaker
The Family of Erik Short
Sievers Family
Manuel C. Simas
Laura and Doug Simcox
Rose P. and John M. Simmons
Judith Sklar
Karen and Stephen Slinkard
Gwynn Smith
Julie D. Smith
Mary Ann and Andrew Smith
Joseph Sokol
Dr. Amerian Sones and  
	 Dr. Lawrence Wolinsky
Bryan and Colleen Souza
Jacqueline A. and John S. Spaulding
Julie Spezia and Sarah Dolislager
Elaine C. Spiecker
Margaret Spring and Mark Bunter
Chuck Steele and Jolena Betts
Shirley J. Steele
Allison and Christopher Stegge
Jennifer Stern and Jeffrey Pugh
Scott Stevenson

Maki and Michael Nakashoji
Jan Nash
Radha Nayak and Chris Dowd
Ann Marie Nemanich
Antje and Paul Newhagen
Karen and Craig Neyman
Amy Ng and Jason Bau
Anais C. Nguyen and Michael P. Lepisto
Nibbi Family
Chuck Nichols and Brittney Verdugo
Laura and Jeremy Nichols
Sean and Eric Nierat
David and Debbie Norman
Linda and Joshua Norton
Nicole and Ryan Null
Kathy and Jim Nulty
Loretta and Ken Nussbacher
The Robert M. Nutting Family  
	 Foundation
Janis O’Driscoll
Carra O’Neal and Matt Messana
Laura and Kevin O’Shea
Anne and Tsuneo Oda
Kathryn and Harold Ogden
Mary and Dennis Okamura
Laura Okawa
Lisa and Scott Olle
Ruthann Olsen
Lorraine and Thomas Olson
Fane and Corie Opperman
Lillian and Frank Orson
Dr. and Mrs. James Orth
Mark and Marcy Osterkamp
Joanne Ottaviano and Shaun McCarthy
Libby and John Otte
Laura and Tom Overett
Hosahalli and Ganga Padmesh
Christopher and Donna Paisley
Cathy and John Parks
Marcia Parsons
Cheryl Paterson and Annette Cook
Dana and Andrew Paulsen
Marie Pavish and Bill Deutsch
Richard Peers and Allison Butler
Cynthia Pensinger
Kirk A. Pessner and Russell H. Miller
Shirley and Tom Phelan
Liz and Mike Phillips
Jeff Pierce and  
	 Katherine Degelau-Pierce
Rachelle and James Pierce
Sandra Jean Plewa
The Poncetta Family

Carol McDonald
Margaret McDowell and  
	 James Grossman
Nancy and Gary McDowell
Madeline and Jennifer McFeely
Elaine and Jackson McKiernan
Dr. Margaret R. McLean
Vera and Andrew McLean
Amanda and David McMillan
Marcia McNutt and Ian Young
Judith and Andrew Mendelsohn
Antonette and Wendell Mendoza
Rani Menon and Keith Amidon
Sharon and Stan Meresman
Pablo and Alicia Mesa
Frank, Elizabeth, Charles, and  
	 Robert Meyer
The Micalizio Family
Samantha Michel and Adam Driscoll
Roberta Miles and John Kehne
Carol and Bryan Miller
Dennis and Teri Klein Miller
Karen and Roger Miller
Norah and Dave Miller
Susan and Carl Miller
Susan and David Milligan
Brandon Milton
Sharon and David Minch
Chris Mintz
Lilith Mintz
Judith Mitchell
Rebecca and Frank Mock
The Reginald C. Mohun Family
Steven and Linda Monosson
Shirley and Wayne Moon
Kris and Ken Moore
Robert and Mary Ann Moore
Rosalin and Michael Moore
Vicki Moore
Connie Morgan and  
	 Katie Parker-McDonald
Josephine and Michael Morley
The Larry Morrissey Family
Melinda Moses
Kelly and Brian Mulvey
Heather Murphy and Bill Ivie
Mary and Kevin Murphy
Mary Murphy and Mark Stevens
Judy and Paul Myers
Susan and Robert Myers
Jean Myles
Kari Nadeau and Paul Jackson
Yumi Nakagawa and Paul Bartlett

Cindy and Randy Pond
David Pope and Angela Hexum
Ellen and Klaus Porzig
Nicole and Michael Powers
The Prelle Family
Heather and Mary Preston
Beth Price
Katherine and Milton Primas
Frank Priscaro and Annie Berlin
Cheryl and Joe Pruss
Penny and Peter Purdue
Linda K. Raber
Rallis Family
Marjorie Randolph
Nicholas Rasmussen
Marnae and Nicholas Rathke
Marnie and Steve Raymond and Family
Julie and Howard Read
Denise Reagan and Thomas Merritt
Sandra Reece
Carla Reeves in memory of Dustie Burley
Ellen Duff Richardson
Betty and Bob Ricks
Betsy Riker and David Smith
Judith and Louis Risley
Bradley Rittenhouse and Leah Trefz
Craig and Laurel Robertson
Donna Robinson
Kelly and Amanda Roche
Regina Rodgers and Stephen Mitchell
Timothy Rodrigues and Alan Mason
Matthew Rogers and Swati Mylavarapu
Precilla Rojas and Nicolas Sylvain
Carl Rom
Mary Rooney-Zarri and Philip Zarri
Monica and Marc Rosoff
Lynne and Jack Rosser
Jay Rossi Family
Karen and Dave Rossum
Susan and Jamie Roux
Roberta and William Rowan
Marlene and Donald Rowe
Stephen Rowe
Rich and Janet Rowley
RSF Global Foundation
Cindy and Allen Ruby
Rudolph-Cluff Family
Pamela and Allen Rudolph
Elese and James Rundel
Eben Russell and Avery Hilton
Carey and Scott Rutigliano
Kathy and Steve Ryan
Holly Jill St. John and Paul Mackley
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Trinity Packing Company, Inc.
Tsar Nicoulai Caviar
University of California, Santa Cruz
VMWare
Walt Disney Company Foundation
Wild Planet Foods, Inc.

$2,500 AND ABOVE
3CE
AmazonSmile Foundation
Applied Materials, Inc.
ARS Roofing, Gutters & Solar
AT&T
The Boeing Company
EBSI
Electronic Arts Outreach
Epicurean Group
Genentech
Hog Island Oyster Company
Integris Wealth Management
KLA-Tencor
Montage Health
Nordic Naturals
Otto Construction
PayPal
Portola Hotel & Spa
Prime Electric
Qualcomm
Salesforce
System Studies
Thermo Fisher Scientific

$10,000 AND ABOVE
First Tech Federal Credit Union
Granite Construction
Intel Corporation
Johnson & Johnson
Kia Motors America
LinkedIn
Minderoo Foundation
NVIDIA Corp.
Pacific Gas and Electric Company
Pebble Beach Company Foundation
Pisoni Vineyards & Winery
Rockefeller Philanthropy Advisors
Sea Farms
Trinity Fruit Company, Inc.
Wallace Cunningham Foundation
Western Digital

$5,000 AND ABOVE
Agilent Technologies
Bloomberg L.P.
Chevron
Cisco Systems Foundation
Finch Montgomery Wright PC
Frank M. Booth, Inc.
Friends of the Topeka Zoo
Golden State Cider
Hasa Pools
Hewlett Packard Enterprise
InterContinental The Clement Monterey
Intuitive Surgical
Planet Women

$100,000 AND ABOVE
California Ocean Protection Council
Community Foundation for  
	 Monterey County
Google
Institute of Museum and  
	 Library Services 
Monterey Peninsula Foundation,  
	 host of the AT&T Pebble Beach  
	 Pro-Am and Pure Insurance  
	 Championship Impacting the First Tee
Service Systems Associates
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

$50,000 AND ABOVE
Anonymous

$25,000 AND ABOVE
Anonymous
Bloomberg Philanthropies
Children's Miracle Network Hospitals,  
	 a Program of Salinas Valley Health  
	 Foundation
The Elfenworks Foundation
Microsoft Corporation
Ocean’s Halo
U.S. Bank

$20,000 AND ABOVE
Adobe Inc.
Netflix
Oceano Azul Foundation
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■  Honor someone special 
with a gift in their name
Make a memorial or tribute gift to 
honor a loved one or to celebrate a 
special occasion – such as a birthday 
– and extend their legacy.

■  Matching gifts
Many employers have matching gift 
programs, which is a wonderful way 
to double or even triple your support. 
Some employers may even match 
your volunteer time, even if you are 
now retired.

■  Become a  
business member
Join a community of like-minded 
businesses committed to a world with 
a healthy ocean while enjoying special 
access to the Aquarium’s world-class 
visitor experiences.

■  Make a one-time or 
monthly donation  
Whether you make a donation online, 
on the phone, with a check, wire 
transfer, or a gift of stock, your gift 
provides immediate and important 
support to the Aquarium. 

■  Join a donor circle
Support from annual donors allows us 
to tackle the most pressing threats to 
ocean health.  

■  Become a member
Enjoy great benefits while supporting 
the Aquarium’s work to inspire ocean 
conservation and protect the ocean 
for generations to come. 

■  Give through your  
donor-advised fund
You can recommend a gift to the 
Aquarium from your donor-advised 
fund by contacting your donor- 
advised fund representative.

■  Make a gift with a  
charitable IRA rollover
If you are 70½ years old or older, the 
IRA charitable rollover allows you to 
make tax-free charitable gifts of up to 
$100,000 per year, directly from your 
IRA to the Monterey Bay Aquarium. 

■  Join our Betty White 
Ocean Legacy Circle
Make a big impact by including the 
Monterey Bay Aquarium in your 
estate plan. You can make a bequest 
through your will or living trust for a 
specific amount, a specific asset, or  
a percentage of your estate.

■  Grow the Aquarium’s 
endowment
Provide long-term support for the 
Aquarium’s education initiatives and 
conservation and science program-
ming. Individuals who give $100,000 
or more become part of our Endow-
ment Society.

Thank you!

Support our work 
You play a critical role in helping us inspire conservation  

of the ocean. There are many ways to support our work —  

choose the ones that work best for you.

■ �Make a secure donation online at  
MontereyBayAquarium.org/SupportNow. 

■ �Give us a call at 831.648.4880 or  
send us an email at donors@mbayaq.org. 

■ �Send a check to Monterey Bay Aquarium  
Attn: Development Office,  
886 Cannery Row, Monterey, CA 93940

To make a donation

Institutional Contributors 
and Business Members

2023 Annual Review photo credits

istock/ Ildar Abulkhanov (25 left), Courtesy of Drew Altizer Photography (14, 15), Courtesy of John Berg (33 
bottom), istock/richcarey (24 top), Monterey Bay Aquarium/Education Department (19), Courtesy of Susanna 
Frohman, San Jose Mercury News (37), Monterey Bay Aquarium/Debra Naeve (17), Monterey Bay Aquarium/
Julie Plummer (21 bottom), Courtesy of the Powell family (38), Monterey Bay Aquarium/Tyson V. Rininger 
(cover, contents, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 16, 18, 20, 21 top, 28, 30, 33 top, 34, 35, 41), Scandinavian Fishing 
Yearbook (26 bottom illustration), Courtesy of Seafood Watch/Monterey Bay Aquarium (25 bottom right, 26 top, 
27), Monterey Bay Aquarium/Emily Simpson (43), Courtesy Smithsonian Institution National Portrait Gallery  
(23 top), State Dept./FPC/Sherry L. Brukbacher (23 bottom), True Love Photo (24 bottom), Monterey Bay 
Aquarium/Patrick Webster (22).

https://www.montereybayaquarium.org/supportnow?utm_source=support_now&utm_medium=qrcode&utm_campaign=annual_review


886 Cannery Row 
Monterey, CA 93940 
831.648.4880

Our mission  
is to inspire 
conservation  
of the ocean.




